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which is only lasciviousness, and which has made the adulterous 
generation of the decadence weary of life, so that it is collectively 
committing chronic suicide. He thinks the diseased self-glorification 
of certain gifted minds (Nietzsche), who have usurped a false likeness 
to God, throws light on the first origin of evil in the fallen angels. 
His thorough study of social morality has enriched his treatment of 
the facts and problems of evil, and that section would be read with 
profit by American theologians. 

The decree of redemption is universal, but furnishes no guarantee 
of the salvation of all individuals. Humanity is predestined for a 
kingdom of God in Christ as an organic whole, but not as a numeric 
totality. Redemption would lose its ethical character if it were forced 
on all by natural necessity. A universal determinism to salvation is 
just as cruel as a particularistic determinism, which predestines some to 
woe by a decretum horribile. 

Walter Rauschenbusch. 

Rochester Theological Seminary. 

The Doctrines of Grace. By John Watson (Ian Maclaren). 
New York: McClure, Phillips & Co., 1900. Pp.293. $1.50. 

There is a grace in Dr. Watson's literary style that admirably 
adapts it to the subject of this volume — the doctrines of grace. It 
disarms prejudice, gives to his arguments a peculiar persuasiveness, 
and clothes whatever doctrines he advocates with an attractive charm. 
This grace is neither superficial nor artificial, and can scarce have been 
acquired by mere cultivation. It must be a fruit of the grace which 
he is discussing. 

Grace he defines as not merely the divine favor shown to the unde- 
serving, but as also a power as truly supernatural as that by which Jesus 
healed the sick and raised the dead, but a spiritual power that trans- 
forms character — that to which Paul referred when he said, "By 
the grace of God I am what I am," and on which he relied to make 
the truth which he preached effectual in turning men from sin to holi- 
ness. The evidence of the reality of this power is twofold — the sinless 
life of Jesus Christ, and the transformed lives of those who have received 
this grace. 

The doctrines of grace presented in this volume are : " Repent- 
ance," " Forgiveness," " Regeneration," " The Vicarious Sacrifice of 
Christ," " The Sovereignty of God," " Saving Faith," " Good Works," 
" Sanctification," " The Perseverance of the Saints," " The Holy Catholic 



616 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Church," "The Holy Ministry," "The Sacraments," and "The Mercy 
of Future Punishment." To each of these he devotes one chapter. He 
expresses the fear that Christians of this generation are less disposed 
than were their fathers to believe in the supernatural power of grace. 

Though Dr. Watson blows a silver trumpet, it gives no uncertain 
sound. A few notes may serve as samples. Of repentance he says : 
"The grace that cometh first in the order of Christian experience is 
stern and strenuous — the grace of a broken and contrite heart." Of 
forgiveness he says: "No man ever obtains forgiveness except at one 
place — before the cross of Christ." Regeneration, he says, " is a re-birth 
which changes a man's attitude forever, and is the beginning of a 
new life, and without it there is no possibility of a new life." Point- 
ing to the clear indications of a vicarious element in the constitution 
of the human family, he says : " We are all debtors through vicarious 
sacrifice," and asks : " Is it not possible that we are not able to believe in 
the vicarious sacrifice of Christ because we ourselves are not willing to 
make any sacrifice, and are living utterly selfish lives ?" He expresses 
the belief that " the greatest reinforcement which religion could have 
in our time would be a return to the ancient belief in the sovereignty 
of God." 

Dr. Watson's presentation of the doctrines of grace cannot fail to 
delight all who accept those doctrines, and to commend them to all 
candid and thoughtful readers, whatever their creed. It is to be hoped 
that the thousands who have sat with delight with "Ian Maclaren" 
" beside the bonnie briar bush " will give a hearty welcome to his Doc- 
trines of Grace. 

N. S. Burton. 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Studies in Theology. VI. Sin. By Randolph S. Foster. 
New York : Eaton & Mains, 1899. Pp. viii + 308. $3. 

This large volume is the sixth in Bishop Foster's series of " Studies 
in Christian Theology." It is a clear and earnest presentation of several 
important doctrines in anthropology and soteriology from the Arminian 
viewpoint. Its fundamental thesis is that sin can be predicated only 
of a personal will -act. " Sin is not a nature or state." "No being can 
be a sinner until he has personally made himself such by a free personal 
transgression of law." This is as true of his descendants as it was of 
Adam. " The essence of the primal sin is the essence of every sin." 
Accordingly guilt, or "that which constitutes liability to punishment," 



